
Hiba's Notebook Stays Open
SUDAN STORIES | ENGLISH

Use the same cup each time, Salma, or our
gargoush will get confused.

1

Noted! And the oven?

2

Adults handle the heat. You measure; Saeed
can count the cups.

3

Hiba's Bakery? Or Neighbourhood Gargoush?

4

First, the costs. Your name might cost more
than the flour!

5

Let's get to school. Today, maths has a delicious
purpose.

6
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Hiba, your desk is empty. What's happened?

7

Dad has begun marriage arrangements. He says
I should stay home for housework.

8

And you, Hiba? What do you want?

9

I want to go back. I love my family, but I'm
afraid to say it.

10

You don't have to speak alone. Shall we ask an
adult you trust?

11

If you agree, we'll listen and arrange a calm
conversation with your family.

12
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I'm worried about her. Expenses and relatives'
expectations are pressing on me.

13

I understand your worry. But have we heard
Hiba herself?

14

I want to continue my education. Housework
isn't my only ambition.

15

Half a cup and a quarter. If I stop maths, how
will I check recipes?

16

Her writing opens doors beyond simply
recognising letters.

17

I saw a notebook. I hadn't seen how much you
knew inside it.

18
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Learning benefits girls and boys. We shouldn't
close its door on anyone.

19

Hiba hasn't asked to leave her family, but for
room for her hopes.

20

I need to hear her words more than other
people's opinions.

21

Hiba, we'll stop the arrangements. You'll
continue school. I should have listened.

22

I want to learn and help, but not carry all the
chores alone.

23

Welcome back. We'll plan how to catch up with
you and your family.

24
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I missed you. You were the one who said what
mattered, Hiba.

25

And you listened. Today, you write while I
explain the recipe!

26

As long as there's a tasting after the test.

27
This spoonful is sugar. Right?

28

Salt, Saeed! Good thing we checked before it
went in the oven.

29

I'll handle the oven; you check the
measurements. Then we all clean up.

30
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I wrote myself this: I shouldn't have to choose
my future in fear.

31

That page belongs to you. Not every story
needs every reader.

32

If you need help, your voice matters. There are
adults who will listen.

33

Here's the title: My Notebook Stays Open.

34

And the gargoush? Don't think we've forgotten
it.

35

We'll share the chores and gargoush, while
keeping real time for learning!

36
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