
Our Way Back Together
SUDAN STORIES | ENGLISH

Nour, you knew that word before me. Why
didn't you answer?

1

They mock my accent and skin. Now even
answering makes me afraid.

2

Shall we ask Ms Buthaina to listen? You
shouldn't face this alone.

3

Sami, you missed school yesterday. Are you
unwell?

4

A substitute shouted and threatened to hit me.
I'm afraid to return.

5

Let's get help. Fear shouldn't keep taking your
seat every day.

6
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Tell us what you can. We'll explain who will help
and why.

7

Please don't share my story or picture in groups.
8

Your privacy matters. Protection is adults'
responsibility. We'll follow up.

9

A car stopped while I was alone. I waited here
for my escort.

10

We don't know his intention. Let's follow your
family's plan and wait here.

11

But tomorrow, what if my escort is late again?
12
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Hitting, humiliation and mockery are
unacceptable. Help must be easy to reach.

13

What if the person causing harm is the adult in
charge?

14

There must be another trusted contact. We'll
prevent retaliation and follow up.

15

What if I get the reading wrong?

16

We correct the word, not hurt the person. Let's
try together.

17

Tell us if it happens again. An apology doesn't
end the follow-up.

18
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An indoor waiting point, neighbourhood groups
and agreed, known adult escorts.

19

Who contacts families if there's a delay? We
need a backup too.

20

We'll give families the plan, without publishing
children's names or locations.

21

He's late! Should we go and look along the
road?

22

No. Our plan says to wait inside with the agreed
adult.

23

That's right. I'll check with your families. This is
adults' responsibility.

24
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May I try the word again? I'm still mixing it up.

25

Of course. Take your time, Nour. We're
listening.

26

I mix words up too. We shouldn't laugh at
anyone for trying.

27

My grandmother uses this word. Do you know
what it means?

28

No. Explain it, rather than me laughing at
something I don't understand.

29

Then I'll teach you our game. And Saeed, no
cheating!

30
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Attendance is better. But do the children feel
safe? We must ask them.

31

And review the longer route. A poster on a wall
can't escort them.

32

We didn't bring ready-made answers. We
learned and planned together.

33

Omer's field, Hiba's recipes, Nour and Sami's
route. Our notebooks are full.

34

The blue envelope holds practice sheets this
time. I checked it myself!

35

A letter, then a word. Our match starts after this
page. Agreed?

36
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